RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CLUTTON 


Temple  Cloud, 

20th  April,  1948. 


I  herewith  present  to  you  my  tentfi.  annual  report  and  summary 
of  the  sanitary  conditions  and  work  carried  out  in  the  Health 
department  for  the  year  ended  31st  of  December  1947. 

NOTICES 

33  preliminary  or  informal  notices  were  served  upon  owners  or 
occupiers  requiring  them  to  abate  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  found 
in  connection  with  dwelling  houses.  Three  Statutory  Notices  were 
served  on  the  owners  to  abate  nuisances  which  secured  the  abatement 
of  the  nuisances  concerned. 

NUISANCES 

The  number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  or 
ascertaining  the  existence  of  nuisances  was  112. 

103  nuisances  were  discovered  and  the  following  gives 
particulars : - 

NUISANCES  ABATED 

Choked  drains,  gullies  etc . 

Choked  intercepting  chambers  . 

Defective  drains  . 

Cesspools,  defective  ana  overflowing  . . 

Dampness,  due  to  defective  roofs,  walls  etc. 

Defective ‘foul  and  insanitary  W.C.  pedestals 
Defective  windows  and  door  frames ........... 

Defective  eaves  troughs  . 

Defective  chimney  stacks  and  fire  ranges  . . . 

Foul  condition  of  water  course  . . 

Defective  roofs . 

Defective  wells  . 

Insufficient  water  supply  . . 

Defective  bath  waste  pipes  . 

Defective  walls  . . . 

Deposit  of  filth  . 

House  in  filthy  condition  . • . 

Caravan  without  sanitary  accommodation  . 

_103__ 

HOUSING  INSPECTION  AND  CLEARANCE^ ARE AS 

Actual  work  under  this  heading  is  still  suspended. 

WATER  SAMPLES 

During  the  year  18  routine  samples  were  taken  from  various 
supplies  and  submitted  to  the  Analyst  of  the  Somerset  County  Council 
with  the  result  that  10  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  8 
unsatisfactory. 

The  Townsend  East  Harptree  Springs  delivered  water  of  a 
satisfactory  quality  during  the  year.  The  Chlorinating  Plants  at 
Pitt  Farm  Reservoir  and  at  Townsend  East  Harptree  Pumping  Station 
still  continue  to  give  satisfactory  results.  Due  to  the  very  dry 
summer  it  was  found  necessary  to  augment  the  Townsend  supply  from 
Ham  Spring,  Shrowle  and  also  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  main  at 
Coley  by  means  of  the  new  electric  pump.  The  quality  of  the  water 
supplied  by  the  Downside  Authority  proved  on  analysis  to  be 
satisfactory  on  each  of  the  six  occasions  when  samples  were  taken. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  M embers  of  the 
Clutton  Rural  District  Council. 


BY 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
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The  quantity  supplied  was  very  seriously  diminished  during 
the  drought  months  of  July  to  November  necessitating  the  delivery 
of  water  by  tank  waggons  to  Timsbury  and  the  high  portions  of  Clutton. 

SC AVENGING  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

During  the  year  1947,  the  very  definite  improvements  in  the 
conditions  throughout  the  district  due  to  the  weekly  removal  of  all 
classes  of  house  refuse  was  maintained.  The  system  adopted  was  that 
of  removal  by  private  Contractors.  The  scavenging  is  carried  out  by 
means  of  a  special  low  loading  refuse  removal  vehicle  and  it  is 
hoped  in  the  future  to  obtain  the  services  of  further  vehicles  of  this 
class  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  district. 

DISINFECTION  OF  HOUSES 

25  inquiries  were  made  upon  removal  of  the  patients  to  hospital 
and  also  after  notification  and  10  rooms  were  disinfected  during  the 
year.  5  Rooms  were  disinfected  after  Infectious  diseases  and  5  after 
Tuberculosis . 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  14  on  the  Register  and  no  underground  Bakehouses 
exist  in  your  Area. 

These  premises  are  periodically  inspected.  On  the  'whole  these 
premises  are  kept  in  very  good  condition  and  lime  washed  as  required 
by  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act . 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1957. 

No  reports  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
concerning  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  at  factories  in  the 
district . 

COWSHEDS  AND_ DAIRIES 

The ' following  is  the  number  of  producers  and  retailers 
appearing  on  the 'Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year,viz.:- 

Number  of  Producers  . . . .  415 

Number  of  Distributors  or  Retailers  divided  as  foRowss- 

Distributors  who  are  producers  . . . .  ..  87 

Dis  tributors  ■  only  . .  6 

The  number  of  licences  granted  by  your  Council  for  "specialized" 
milk  are  as  follows 

Pasteurised  Milk  Sellers  ...... .  •  1 

Tuberculin  •  Tested  Milk  bottled  on  premises  . .  4 

C OWSHBDS  AND  DAIRIES 

Considerable  attention  has  again  been  paid  to  Cowsheds  and 
dairies  in  the  District  during  the  year  with  the  result  that  4  new 
cowsheds  and  6  new  dairies  have  been  erected.  5  existing  cowsheds 
and  2  existing  dairies  have  been  remodelled.  9  farmyards  have  been 
concreted  and  new  water  supplies  to  7  farms  have  been  provided. 

PETROLEUM_  ACT_l_1928J. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  73  licences  held  under  this 
Act,  being  64  and  9  for  storing  petroleum  and  carbide  respectively. 

SURVEYORS_REPORT 

89  plans  were  submitted  during  the  year.  85  of  which  were 
approved  and  4  disapproved  by  your  Council.  The  plans  were  principally 
for  26  new  houses  and  bungalows,  agricultural  buildings  and  for 
temporary  buildings.  One  new  house  was  erected  during  the  year  after 
a  building  licence  was  obtained. 

52  inspections  were  made  during  the  progress  of  building 
operations  at  houses,  works  and  other  types  of  buildings  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  and  approving  drains,  damp  courses,  foundations  etc. 

BUILDING  LICENSING 

During  the  year  1947,  343  building  licences  amounting  to 
£21,977  were  issued  for  repairs,  alterations  and  maintenance  to  houses 
and  other  buildings  in  the  district.  40  applications  for  building 
licences  amounting  to  £11,734  were  refused  on  the  grounds  of  non¬ 
essentiality.  1  licence  to  erect  two  new  houses  amounting  to  £2,600 
was  also  issued.  92  W.B.A.  permits  for  materials,  5  W.B.A./H  permits 
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for  labour  priority  and  29  "M"  forms  for  steel  were  also  issued. 

1  maintenance  licence  for  £75  was  issued. 

FOODSTUFFS^ CONDEMNED 

During  the  year  1947,  665  tins  of  foodstuffs  weighing  730-4  lbs. 
1560  lbs.  of  other  foodstuffs  and  413  lbs.  of  beef,  bacon  and  ham  were 
condemned  and  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption: - 

122  tins  of  Evaporated  Milk  1134  lbs.;  7  tins  Salmon  4  lbs.;  23  tins 
baked  beans  23  lbs.;  3  tins  Tomatoes  5f  lbs.;  2  tins  Grapefruit  3i  lbs. 
9  tins  Peas  15  lbs.;  5  tins  Meat  roll  5  lbs.;  23  tins  Peaches  84|  lbs. 
264  tins  Apricots  231  lbs.;  18  tins  Apple  Juice  111  lbs.;  1  tin  Corned 
Beef  6  lbs.;  3  tins  Tongue  lbs.;  3  tins  Spam  2\  lbs.;  31  tins 
Stewed  Steak  31  lbs.;  8  tins  Meat  and  Veg.  8  lbs.;  6  tins  Pate  de  Foie 

2  lbs.;  2  tins  Steak  and  Kidney  2  lbs.;  1  tin  Brisket  Beef  6  lbs.;  7 
tins  Irish  Stew  7  lbs.;  14  tins  Pork  Sausages  19  lbs.;  1  tin  Sausage 
Meat  1^-  lbs.;  10  tins  Beef  Loaf  7w  lbs.;  1  tin  Ham  loaf  £  lbs.;  2  tins 
Canned  Mutton  2  lbs.;  7  tins  Hake  6§  lbs.;  3  tins  Pilchards  2-J  lbs.; 

3  tins  Kidney  Soup  2  lbs.;  6  tins  Herring  lbs.;  58  tins  Gaffelbiter 
9  lbs.;  18  tins  Jam  11  lbs.;  4  tins  Brisling  1  lbs.. 

83  lbs.  Peas;  20  lbs.  Beans;  214  lbs.  Swedes;  21  lbs.  Caramels; 
560  lbs.  Turnips;  84  Bream  Fillets;  360  lbs.  Sultanas;  70  lbs.  Hake; 

50  lbs.  Cheese;  7  lbs.  Madera  Cake;  60  lbs.  Pearl  Barley;  25  lbs. 
dried  Peaches;  1  lb.  Plum  Pudding;  5  lbs.  Pickled  Cabbage. 

199  lbs.  Beef;  14  lbs.  Ham  and  200  lbs.  Bacon. 
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I  am, 

/ 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

E.  SHAW 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Water  Engineer  and 

Building  Surveyor. 


/ 
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CLUTTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 

THE  ANNUAL  REPORT.  O-F  THE  MEDICAL __QggICgR_0£  health, 


POR  THE  YEAR  IE 47. 


La  si  c  -  a rub  Go  ,tl  e men , 


Do co  .'cor  31at,1947» 
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I  bop  to  submit  mySRcport  for  the  .year  ending 


The  eneral  characteristics  and  industries 
of  the  district  have  remained  unaltered,  but  the  post-war  period 
through  which  we  have  been  passing  has  brought  with  it  new 
schemes  of  Housing  and  water  supply.  The  c:  bitions  prevailing 
throughout  the  country  have  created  many  difficulties  and  delays 
which  have  certainly  not  made  easier  the  work  of. your  staff. 

Mr.  Sh.  .7  Vv.s  « . 3  usual  .■  6rkedr  a  rd  •  h  nay  at  in  loo  hours  of 
night  work  in  coping  with  certain  crises  which  have  arisen  from 
time  to  time.  Particularly  has  he  had  a  lot  of  trouble  in 
connection  with  the  water  supply  of  the  District  both  in  regard 
to  shortages  of  supply  and  in  many  broken  mains.  In  this 
connection  I  mist  add  a  word  of  praise  for  his  staff  of  repairers. 
T'-'C./  have  out  in  countless  hours  of  overtime  and  night  work  in 
their  efforts  to  maintain  a  supply  of  water  for  the  public  use 
and  in  every  case  of  broken  mains  they  have  stuck  to  the  job 
until  a  repair  has  been  effected  and  the  water  once  again  flowed 
through  the  pipes. 

Wc  are  unlucky  in  h  vim.  a  rticularly  dry 
year  which  largely  contributed  to  these  troubles. 

T'.e  •.-•Gr.lt  •  d'  the  District  has  re  .ained 
extraordinarily  good;  as  you  will  see  from  the  detailed  statistics 


contained  in 
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report 
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in 


ilstico  has 


continued  throughout  the  war  years  to  date  and  in  spite  of  severe 
rationing  restrictions.  One  ...  t  certainly  give  credit  to  the 
allocation  of  special  foods,  fruit  juices . and.  milk  to  priority 
classes  of  the  population  including  children,  invalids  and 
expectant  mothers.  In  mdi.ti:.  the  lucre,  sed  :ebic.  1  supervision 
m.  •rev  ent .  tiv  c  evil  cine  given  free  to  the  a  a.  ye  cla  ses  has 
undoubtedly  helped  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  infectious  and 
communicable  disease.  During  t  ensuing  ,  :  a.r  re  at  c:  n.es  arc 
be ut  to  take  place  in  the  medical  care  of  the  nation.  These 
e  .  ages  ..ill  involve  not  only  the  individual  relationship  of  Doctor 
Pf.ia  t  but  also  the  control  f  all  Public  Health,  Hospital, 
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to  larger  and  more  centralized  bodies,  involving  wider  areas.  It 
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inter 
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local  knowledge  so  freely 


given  in  the  past  by  all  voluntary . members  of  Local  Anti  : ritics 
.;ill  hot  tons  be  loot  r.  the  benefit  ■:£  tie  public,  the.  have 

s  o-  ever:  \.\  a  1  v  ..  o  rv  e  d . 

This  Council  UaS  a  nu  ber  oh  1  rue  -.rejects  to 
complete  in  the  near  future  which  are  of  an  urgent  character 
especially  in  regard  to  housing,  water  supply  and  drainage  and 


sewerage . 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CbNDITI.NS-  OH  THE  AREA. 

Re  is tr  r  Go. oral’s  Estimate  f  Population  17,860.. 

Nu  Acer  of  1  hf.bitea  houses  according  to  R.  be  Books: -4896 
Raton  le  Value  £69536. 

Sue  rep  resected  by  a  Peony  Rote:- 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

i*=a 

1  o 
ltd 

THE 

YEAR, 1947. 

Live  Births. 

Total . 

Mai  e . 

Female. 

Legitimate . 

333 

172 

161 

Illegitimate 

_ 5_ 

_ 2_ 

3 

338 

174 

164 

Birth  Rate  per  1000 

Population  =  20 

.04. 

Still  Births. 

Total . 

Male. 

Female . 

Legi timate 

5 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

_ 3 _ 

_ 2_j 

_1_ 

4  4 


Rate 

of  Still  Births  per 

1000  Births 

=  23.66 

Deaths  of 

infants  under  one 

Deaths 

Total 

Male. 

Female . 

196 

95 

101 

Dentin  Rate  per  1000  Population  =  11.63 

Number  c  £  Wo  me  a  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child 
Birth  =  0. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

*y  ...  ,  .  Male.  Female.  Total 

Legitimate  — ^ —  ^ - - g- 

II  legitimate  _ 0 _  0 _  0_ 

5  3  8 


Dent  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  per  1000  live  births 

=  23.66 

Deaths  fro  measles,  whooping  cough  or  diarrhoea  =  Nil. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1000  Pop  lation  =  0 

I  '.vcLild  draw  your  attention  to  the  absence  of  all  deaths 
from  childbirth  and  allied  causes  and  also  the  aymotic  Death 
Rate  of  0. 

The  folio. lag  is  a  li:t  of  the  causes 

of  death. 

Cause  of  Death.  Male.  Female.  Total. 


Cerobro  spinal 
fever 

Pulmonary  T.B. 
Other  form's  of 
Tuberculosis 
S  ghilis 
Influenza 


1 

0 

0 

2 

1 


0 

3 

2 

0 

0 


1 

3 

2 

2 

1 


•  •  • 
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Cause  of  Death* 

Cancer  of  Bucal 
Cavity 

Oe3opVia‘;us  and 
Uteris . 

Cancer  of 
Stomach. -  and 
Duodenum 
Cancer  of 
Breast. 

Cancer  of'  all 
other  sites. 
Diabetes . 0 
Intra  Cr  nial 
Vascular  Lesion 
Heart  Diseases 
Other  Diseases 
of  Circ  li.it ory 
System. 

Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Other  Respiratory 
Diseases 
Ulcer  of - 
Stomach  or 
Duodenum 
A  pendicitis 
Other  Di  estive 
Diseases 
Nephritis 
Prc nature  Bj  rths 
Ct  nyeui  tal 
Mai  f  o  r  mu  o  i  Oxi  ) 


•  •  •  • 
•  •  •  • 
♦  •  •  • 
•  •  •  • 
•  •  •  • 


•  •  •  • 
•  •  •  • 
•  •  •  • 
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Birth 
In  juries 

Infant 
Diseases 

Suicide 
Road  Traffic 
Accident 
Other  Violent 
Causes 
All  other 
causes 


•  •  •  •  • 


All  Causes 


Male. 

1 


4 

1 

8 

1 

13 

26 


3 
6 

4 

3 


1 

2 

0 

6 

0 


5 


1 

2 

1 

_1 

97 


Female. 

2 

5 

4 

7 

2 

17 

34 

5 
3 
3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

_ 4_ 

99 


Total . 
3 

9 

5 

15 

3 

30 

60 

8 

9 

J7 

6 


1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

7 

1 

3 

2 

_1_ 
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C  0  MP  ARISON  OP  JOT  AL_  STATISTIC  S_OP_.CLUT  TON 
r7d7c7Iwith_those_por_the_whole_op_mcland 

AND_WALESi_ 


Statistics. 


Cl ut lo.i  R.D.C^  •  Whole  of  Enyland_& 

Wales. 


Live  Births 


Rate  per  1000 

Population  20.04 

Still  Births 

Rate  per  1000  Population  ,47 

Deaths  All  causes 

Rate  per  1000  Population  11.63 


20.05 

.50 

12.00 


Notifications  of 
Puerperal  Fever  and 


3 


0 


and  puerperal 
Pyrexia  per  1000 
Live  Birina. 


C 

7.16 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DISEASE 

TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED... 

CASES  ADMITTED 

DEATHS. 

TO  HOSPITAL. 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

2 

0 

Measles 

183 

0 

0 

Who  ping  Cough 

39  ,  !’’■ 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

13 

0 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

0 

0 

Ery3epilas 

2 

1 

0 

>■ 

j..\  i 

245 

3 

7 

Tuberculosis 

Total  Cases  Notified 

Total 

Deaths . 

Respiratory 

13 

4 

Non  respiratory 

4 

0 

17 

4 

Scabies.  There  i 

s  fatr  less  of  this  complaint  apparent  in 

the  Dis 

trict. 

V 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION  ANNUAL 

RETURN  FOR  YEAR 

ENDED 

;  •  • Slat  DECEMBER >1947 . 

The  following  return  was  made  to  the  Ministry  from  data 
supplied  by  S.C.C.  M.O.H. 

IMMUNIZATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION. 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of 
immunization  at  any  time  up  to  Docc  :ber, ,194-6* 


Arc  at  3.12.47 
i.e.  bv.rn  in  year 

Under  1 
1547 

1 

1946 

2 

1945 

3 

1944 

4 

1943 

5-9 

1938 

to 

1942 

10-14 

1933 

to 

1937 

Total 

undor 

15. 

Numb er  I  mmiin i  *  ed  . 

78 

26 

252 

245 

202 

115 

895 

2849 

Esimrtea  Ch 1 ldren  ChiTdren  Five  to 

mid  year  Under  5  years  Fourteen  years. 

Po  o'O  at ion  1570  ~  23^0. 

1947 


Diphtheria  Nc tifications' and  Deaths 
immunization.  Nil. 


in  relation  to 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  ;  unlit. 


lIc.U 


been  universally  good, 


high  points 


Cl  at  ton 


Daria  t'  e  past  summer  which  was  unusually  dry  certain 
in  the  district  were  out  of  water,  notably  at  Clutton  Hill 
FI.  t  and  at  Chow  Hili  ,  Chew  Ma,  na. 


t.i 


Emergency  measures  had  to  be  adopted  and  water  was 
hauled  in  tanks  by  lorry  to  the  affected  areas.  In 
a  cition  tr.erc  have  oce  •  man/  occasions  when  some  areas  have 
been  deprived  of  water  for  varying. lea  ths  of  time  on  account 
of  bursts  in  the  mains.  Tcis  trouble  has  xen  attributed 
to  the  abnormally  dry  condition  of  the  earth  around  the 
pipe  tracks  allowing  the  pipes  to  sag  and  crack.  It  has 
also  been  attributed  to  an  obscure  electro  magnetic 
reaction  between  the  earth  and  the  pipes  causing  deterioration 
in  the  metal.  The  fact  remains  that  many  miles  of  mains 
appear  to  be  in  a  precarious  condition.  The  location  of 
these  bursts  takes  a  very  long  time  and  necessitates  a  great 
deal  of  night  work  as  it  is  only  when  quietness  prevails  that 
the  listening  device  can  give  its  best  results  in  locating 
the  site  of  fracture  and  leakage. 


Your  Water  Augmentation  Committee  is 
alive  to  the  necessity  for  adding  further 
to  our  existing  quantities. 


continually 
supplies  of  water 


To  that  urposo 
Bristol  Water  Works 
a  '  iti  rial  amount  of 
from  their  mains  at 


an  agreement  h  s  been  reach od  nltu 

Co.  to  supply  to  your  Council  an 
water  up  to  300,000  gallons  daily 
Coley  near  East  irptrce* 


be 


A  non 

water  into 


Pu  ip  has  been  installed  at  Coley  to  pump  this 
our  existing  mains  at  Townsend,  East  Harptree. 


Furthermore  2  booster  pumps  have  been  fitted  to  the 
Downside  supply  in  order  to  raise  a  greater  quantity  of 
water  to  uhe  Timsbury  Reservoir.  When  this  can  be  done 
there  should  be  no  further  shortage  of  water  at  the  high 
spots  around  Clutton  and  Timsbury. 


In  addition  a  scheme  has  been  prepared  and  is  before 
the  Ministry  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  pump  Bristol 
Water  from  Coley  through  a  new  main  to  be  laid  from  Coley 
through  White  Cross,  Hallatrow  to  join  there  the  Downside 
main  for  supplementing  the  supply  to  Timsbury  and  Clutton 
and  any  other  areas  now  supplied  with  Downside  water. 

This  scheme  is  estimated  to  cost  £35,000. 


Frequent  sampling  and  analysis  of  Hie  piped  supply  is 
done  and  the  results  are  good. 


Sampling  of  the  raw  water  before  treatment  is  not  so 
frequent  but  is  occasionally  done  to  check  against  fresh 
pollution  of  the  sources  of  supply.  Chlorination  of  the 
water  is  done  at  the  pumping  station. 

A  list  of  the  Parishes  and  details  of  their  water 
supplies  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Shaw  during  the  year  and  is 
reproduced  for  your  information. 


WATER  SUPPLY  STATISTICS 


Parish 

No .  of 
Houses 

_ Houses 

into 

houses 

supplied _ 

by  stand¬ 
pipes 

Not  supplied 

Cameloy. 

144 

125 

7 

12 

Chelwood. 

40 

18 

22 

Chew  Magna. 

458 

182 

276 

Chew  Stoke 

200 

117 

83  ' 

Chilcompton. 

206 

185 

19 

2 

Clutton. 

342 

298 

5 

38 

6 

Pori sh 


Ho.  of  Houses  supplied 


4* 

houses 

into 

houses 

by  stand¬ 
pipes 

Not  supplied 

Compton  Martin. 

139 

59 

54 

26 

East  Harp tree 

172 

118 

54 

Pa r mb o rough 

297 

247 

50 

Farrington  Gurney. 

188 

175 

13 

High  Littleton. 

303 

276 

27 

Hinton  Blewett. 

49 

14 

35 

Litton. 

51 

24 

27 

Nempnett. 

56 

16 

40 

Norton  Mai reward. 

53 

24 

29 

Paul ton. 

873 

787 

86 

Pub low. 

161 

116 

45 

Stanton  Drew. 

231 

175 

15 

41 

Ston  Easton. 

149 

101 

12 

36 

St owe y 

45 

3 

42 

Tims bury. 

467 

370 

92 

5 

-  Ubley. 

85 

39 

46 

West  Harptree. 

137' 

52 

85 

Totals.  • 

4,846 

3,521 

413 

912 

Estimated  population  16,833. 
Average  population  per  house  3*47 

Population  gjupplied  (into  houses 

(by  standpipes 
Population  not  supplied 

Total . 


12,229 

1,435 

3,169 

167833 


WATER  SUPPLY  STATISTICS' 

Figures  of  consumption  of  water  in  the  district  from 
day  to  day  shew  that  there  is  a  very  definite  risk  that  in 
severe  conditions  of  drought  or  shortage  we  may  in  the  future 
become  dangerously  short  of  water.  Even  though  we  have  now 
a  promise  of  additional  water  from  Bristol  of  a  seemingly  large 
amount,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  Council's  District  is  not 
yet  safe  in  its  available  sources  of  water.  We  must  face  up 
to  the  possibility  of  even  greater  droughts  coupled  with  a 
certainty  of  vastly  greater  consumption  in  the  future  and  we 

must  continue  to  search  in  every  direction  for  a  yet  further 
very  large  and  constant  supply.  At  the  moment  it  is 
difficult  to  see  where  this  can  be  obtained  but  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  harness  all  our  known  springs  even. if  it 
should  necessitate  extra  pumping  plants. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  &  SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  system  of  regular  scavenging  and  ref use  disposal 
throughout  the  district  at  regular  weekly  intervals  has  worked 
well.  The  collection  of  ashes  has  been  a  great  boon  to 
householders . 

The  Council  are  able  to  hire  a  tank  waggon  with  motor 
pump  to  empty  cesspits  throughout  the  area.  This  is  an 

-  6  - 


excellent  device  and  works  well  but  unfortunately  is  not 

always  available.  I  feel  that  there  is  a  call  for  the  s 

ownership  of  such  a  machine  by  our  Council  or  perhaps  to  be 

shared  with... another  neighbouring- authority. . It  is  becoming 

increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  the  services  of  local  people 
to  give  regular  attention  to  the  drainage  systems  of  our  many 
groups  of  Council  Houses.  Too  frequently  on  investigating 
complaints  we  find  that  the  mechanism  is  failing  to  do  its  work 
on  account  of  insufficient  attention. 

I  feel  strongly  that  there  is  here  a  case  for  consideration 
by  the  Council. 

DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE . 

The  conditions  remain  the  same  as  in  past  years.  The 
sewerage  scheme  pefforce  must  remain  in  abeyance  but  is  very 
urgently  needed.  Every  year  more  and  more  buildings  are 
constructed  and  moreoiG  more  water  is  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

All  of  this  has  to  find  an  outlet  somewhere  and  the  existing  drains 
and  cesspits  are  unequal  to  the  task. 

As  in  the  past  our  .rivers  and  streams'r eceive  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  effluent  in  a  more  or  less  crude  state:  with 
consequent  gross  pollution  in  times  of  drought. 

This  gives  rise  to  complaints  of  evil  smells,  and  unsightly 
collections  of  sewerage  in  the  beds  of  the  streams.  Every  effort 
is  made  to  cope  with  these  conditions  as  they  arise  btit  the  solution 
of  the  whole  problem  is  impossible  until  the  sewerage  scheme  can  be 
implemented . 

•  !  • 

,  Maintenance  of  our  own  tank  waggon  and  the  employment  of  a  whole 
time  man  to  carry  out  regular  inspection,  attention  and  emptying  of 
these  sewerage  systems. 

The  job  has  become  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  warrant  such  a 

' step. 


It  should  not  be  overlooked  that  some  financial  return  might 
be  expected  by  making  a  reasonable  charge  for  attention  to  private 
plants.  Extensions  of  SewerageDisposal  during  the  year  were  made 
at  the  Timsbuiy  and  High  Littleton  Housing  Estates.  A  .scheme  for 
sewerage  of  Chilcompton -and  Haul ton  is  before  the  County  Council. 

There  is  also  a  scheme  for  Hallatrow  and  High  Littleton. 

HOUSING^ 

The  following  figures  were  submitted  to  the  County  M.O.H. 
earlier  in  the  year. 

Houses  erected  Houses  in  course  Conversion  to 

during  the  year.  of  erection.  Elats  and 

Dwellings 


Derm.  Temp. 


Perm. ■  Temp. 


Local  - ...  -  - 

Authority  14  30  40 

Private 

Enterprise  1  3  - 


15 


33 


7 


40 


Houses  Required. 


A.  To  replace  those  unfit  .  536. 

B.  To  abate  overcrowding  ......  239. 

C.  Where  conditions  are  unsatisfactory 

not  included  in  A.  &  B.  122. 

Total  number  of  Applicants  for  Council 
Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year.  1028. 


There  is  a  very  urgent  need  for  large  numbers  of  new 
houses.  The  present  rate  of  erection  is  quite  inadequate  to  cope 
with  the  demand.  There  are  a  number  of  old  dilapidated  and  even 
condemned  dwellings  being  occupied  which  certainly  should  not  be 
so  but  nothing  can  be  done  until  there  is  an  alternative  accommodation. 

There  are  also  large  numbers  of  young  married  couples 
living  in  rooms  or  with  relatives;  many  of  them  with  increasing 
families  of  small  children;  who  have  never  yet  had  a  chance  of  a 
home  of  their  own.  Many  of  them  also  are  ex  service  men.  Thes.0 
people  urgently  need  and  should  haveh  uses  in  the  near  future.  In 
my  opinion  it  is  regrettable  that  building  by  private  enterprise  has 
so  far  been  impossible.  I  personally  know  several  young  couples  who 
are  awaiting  their  chance  to  build  their  own  house.  Every  house 
built  by  whatever  method  is  a  step  towards  reduction  of  the  existing 
congestion. 


The  Clutton  District  still  continues  to  supply  very 
large  quantities  of  first  class  milk  to  the  large  towns.  Dairy 
Farming  is  one  of  our  main  industries.  Great  improvements  in  the 
production  of  clean  milk  continue  to  be  made.  Many  new  and  ultra 
modern  cowsheds  have  been  erected.  Yards  and  buildings  have  been 
concreted  and  brought  up  to  standard. 

Milking  machines  are  becoming  annually  more  popular. 
They  should  receive  the  most  scrupulous  attention  in  regard  to 
cleanliness  or  they  may  soon  become  the  source  of  serious  bacterial 
contamination  of  a  large  bulk  of  milk.  Regular  inspection  of  dairy 
herds  is  carried  out  by  responsible  Vetinary  Officers  appointed  by  the 
County  Council.  There  are  also  various  schemes  for  innoculation 
of  young  cattle  against  the  prevalent  diseases,  Mastitis  and 
Abortion.  There  is  an  increase  in  the  numberOf  producers 
holding  T.T.  licences  and  in  my  opinion  there  is  little  hope  in  the 
future  for  the  farm  which  does  not  produce  T.T.  milk.  The 
probability  is  that  in  years  to  come  the  price  paid  for  milk  will 
be  governed  by  quality  rather  than  quantity.  I21  my  opinion  the 
Dairy  Farms  and  Milk  Production  of  the  Clutton  District  shew  a 
very  high  standard  both  as  to  modern  methods,  cleanliness  and  healthy 
cattle. 


A. 

Total  number  of  registered  Dairy  Farms 

•  ^ 

415. 

B. 

Number  of  Retailers. 

s= 

87 

C. 

Number  of  Producer  Retailers 
(  incl  uded  in  B.) 

- 

81 

D. 

Number  of  Licensed  Pasturising  Plants 

= 

1 

Sampling  of  milk  is. now  no  longer  carried  out  by 
authority  but  is  done  by  Somerset  County  Council  Officers 

Ice  Cream  Premises. 

this 

direc 

t  • 

There  are 
Vendors  arc^regist 

no  manufacturers  in  the  district  but  5 
ered  with  the  Council. 

Ice  Cream 

8 


Slnur  iter_H _ isos 

Nu, ib  r  or  licensed  slaughter  houses  6 
"  "  r.  l  s'cere d  11  »  pp 


Full  details  f  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Water  Eng 
during  the  year  are  contained 
received  at  an  earlier  date. 


..'or.v  carried  out  by  Mr,  Shaw  your 
-u.eer ,  and  Building  Survey: r , 
his  report  which  you  have 


I  h.ve  too  u on our  to  remain, 


L  dice  an-  G ; nul emen , 


Yr.ur  obedient  Servant, 


Richard  V.  Bren,  M.B.,  B.Sc.,  M.O.H. 
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